
Madrona PTSA Meeting APPROVED MINUTES  
December 6, 2017, 6:30-8:00 

 

6:30 – Call to order and introductions 

PRESENT: Sharon Safarik, Mariana Zantop, Megan Hochstatter, Mary McDaniel, 

Sarah Kent, Adam Rakunas, Melissa Lee-Klubberud 

6:35 – Principal’s Report  

Met w/ Aaron Walker Loud and Laurie (music teacher) – scheduled Winter 

concert 2/13 from 6-7:30, K-5; Spring concert is 5/24, K-5 also. Need to move Fish 

Fry because it is the same night as spring concert. Mary will confirm both dates. 

PTSA will come up with new date for Fish Fry. 

Progress reports will go out next week. Information about progress reports will be 

out at Literacy Night next week. Will also have other information about new 

curriculum to give to parents at the event.  

Literacy Night on 12/14. Mary will send out email to families to remind of the 

event.  

K-5 Yearbook – Mary would like to see this happen. Charles Peterson and Mascha 

Kroenlein are happy to help with this. Staff has been taking pictures, just need 

someone to organize. Charles has also taken pictures at events. Questions about 

cost – Free (fundraise to cover cost)? Sell at cost? Use as fundraiser? Can look into 

lowering cost by using soft cover instead of hard. Sarah will talk to Charles and 

Mascha about whether they can take the lead on this.  

Next Friday last day before Winter Break.  

No word on hiring Secretary for front office. Have someone, Pam, who comes in 

every Friday as substitute. She is thinking about subbing through the end of 

January for our school.  

6:50 – Treasurer’s Report 

$108K bank balance 

Jog-a-thon raised $17,361. Potentially more money has come in that hasn’t been 

designated as jog-a-thon.  



Filed Federal Tax Return and Annual Report with Sec. of State. 

Plans to clean up QuickBooks over December.  

Will send donation receipts to donors in December and January.  

6:55 – VP Report  

Leschi wants to stick with staff basketball game. Open to including parents since 

we don’t have enough staff to field a team. Need to gauge staff willingness to play 

in the game again, and their feeling about including parents. Mary will check in 

with staff. Mary heard positive feedback last year.  

7:05 – Committee Reports 

 Fundraising:  

o Serious need for a committee to take charge. Would be great to have 

four people to work on events and fundraising. Concerned about 

ability to meet budget goals if this doesn’t happen. Sarah will push 

request out to volunteer list.  

o For jog-a-thon next year, should think about using service that helps 

create website to increase reach and ease of donating.  

o SWAG: Meghan Squires helping with creating new SWAG. Is 

wondering about creating Black Lives Matter shirt for Madrona. 

Would like to get ideas about what to do. Is working on some graphic 

designs so that PTSA has some choices. Met with parent from Leschi 

about how they do spirit wear to get ideas. Will cost about $500 to 

start inventory if we order before selling. Working on creating mug as 

well. May also want to create on order form, instead of or in addition 

to selling inventory on hand. Thinking about doing sweatshirts and 

coffee mugs first. Do design competition for uniform t-shirt for later 

this school year or next school year. High Spot wants to sell mugs 

again, but would like travel mugs.  

 Outreach  

o School tour schedule: have done three tours – total of 18 families 

between them. Will need to do more after first of year. Have some 

scheduled already. Next are scheduled on 1/23 (8:30 a.m. and 6:30 

p.m.) and 2/13 (same night as winter concert so prospective families 



can see our art program). Open enrollment from Feb. 5-16. Would be 

best to complete all tours before February 5. Will change February 

date. New tour schedule: January 10 (8:30 a.m.), January 18 (6:00 

p.m.), and January 23 (8:30 a.m.).  

o Other outreach/ marketing to do?  

 School website needs to be updated; Lily has the relevant 

information – she can help with specific project. Would be 

good to at least connect the school website with the new PTSA 

website. Can include information from folders handed out at 

school tours.  

 Ted Evans and Sarah planning Madrona High 5. Mr. Phillips 

wants to be involved in planning assembly, Mr. Dorsey (anti-

bullying) has agreed to participate in assembly. Happens right 

after break – was in the newsletter – will be on January 5, 

7:30-8:15 a.m. Coffee at 7:30, short assembly in gym, then 

greeters outside on playground blacktop, students go through 

line, then up to class. Ted and Sarah will finalize plans this 

week to get information out to everyone. 

 Planning contingent from Madrona to attend MLK Day march.  

 Playground  

o Update, including fundraising 

 Playground to open tomorrow with ribbon cutting. Will take 

all-school photo on playground. Someone from District Office 

will be present and will speak.  

 Have done playground orientations with almost all of the 

classes.  

 Will be open to public after construction equipment cleaned 

up over winter break.  

 Phase II will be next – will focus on raising another $40k to 

finish the design. Will break ground on next phase when school 

releases in June.  

 Legislative 

o State Supreme Court approved of McCleary fix and has required 

legislature to come up with an extra $1 billion before 2018-19 school 

year.  



o Will likely have another big trip to Olympia on MLK Day. Adam will 

come up with plan and let us know.  

 Arts 

o K and 2nd grade classes will be going to the Nutcracker at PNB on 

Dec. 14.  

o Disney Musical – still struggling to find a director to take charge of it, 

so may not be able to run the program this year. Anya is not able to 

consistently attend rehearsal, so can’t fill this role. Is talking to 

someone from Seattle Theater Group who wants to support the 

program. Meeting tomorrow re: whether STG can support us in 

getting a teaching artist. Holding off on distributing after school 

registration forms until we know whether this is happening. Many 

parents have stepped up with offers to help in smaller ways.  

o Theater section of arts infused programing for Winter term. Anya 

sent proposed schedule with costs (approx. $2800 for weekly theater 

for whole school). This would be done through 5th Ave Theater, led 

by Anya as part of her position with the theater. Anya waiting to hear 

back from Mary re: proposal. Money would come from PTSA budget. 

Could start in early January.  

o Sharon talked to DASSDance about taking on Spring dance section of 

arts infused programming. Thinking about incorporating what 

company does with festival into school program. Still working on 

developing a proposal. Will continue discussing what to do for the 

dance unit. 

7:35 – New Business 

 Request to revise budget to include mindfulness allocation of $2000. 

[Sharon] 

o Last meeting there was consensus about taking $1000 from PTSA 

discretionary fund.  

o Not yet sure what money would be taken away from in the budget to 

cover this program.  

o Need more information about how to fund the program, how 

discretionary funds have been spent in the past. 



o Would also be more comfortable if we had a more focused 

fundraising strategy, and someone who could work on raising these 

specific funds. 

o Sarah will ask Michelle Andrasik about willingness to help write grant 

proposals to fund this.    

 Other? 

o Madrona News wants to run an article about traffic/crosswalk issues.  

o Nathan sent email report of Central PTSA group (see below). Would 

like feedback about what we want to come out of that group.  

 Email from Nathan:  

“The leaders of these six central district PTSAs, Madrona, Leschi, McGilvra, Lowell, 

Stevens and Montlake, have been meeting for the past few months following 

shared frustration dealing with the school district individually.  During these 

meetings, we have expressed an interest in working collaboratively, as a greater 

community, on a series of issues, including equity, boundaries, 

fundraising/support and generally ensuring our collective children are being given 

every opportunity for success.  The group shares the mentality that "We are all in 

this together." 

In this moment, there is an opportunity to develop a long lasting and powerful 

collective voice for our community and our children.  But in order for this to 

succeed this needs to be set up with care and intention. 

For now, each collective PTSA board is being asked to confirm simply their 

interest in exploring and developing a collective Central District PTSA group.  This 

group will seek to address: 

1. Collaborating as a group for fundraising efforts; 

2. Speak collectively on agreed upon legislative issues; 

3. Examine equity and boundary concerns; and 

4. Work as a community to protect our collective children and their respective 

schools. 



There are a host of questions to answer as to what this will look like and how it 

will operate but we want to make sure we are all on board with the vision." 

 

 Megan recommends that this happens slowly so doesn’t 

interfere with our school’s activity. Also thinks fundraising 

should be deemphasized. Discussed adding a position to our 

PTSA to have a designated person to attend meetings.  

 Sharon would like to see various PTSAs going to each other’s 

schools to see what each school has going on – understanding 

what happens in each location. May help to build more 

community. Also concerned about opening up fundraising can 

of worms. Also issues of boundaries and equity that where 

there may not be agreement among the group.  

7:55 – Adjourn 

 


